KCVI School Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in the

KCVI Centennial Room

Tuesday November 11, 2008

Present: Carol DeRosie (Co-Chair), Darlene Scarlett (Principal), James Bonham-Carter 

(Vice-Principal), Amanda Cronk (Head Girl), Chris van Luven,  Tim Orpin, 

Elizabeth Turcke,  Doug Burget Jay Abramsky, Trish Crowe, Sherrey Larmour-Trode, 

Melanie Steers-Cregg, Shirley King, Basia Farnell,  Doug Burget, Phil Burge, 

Marlo Whitehead, Alex Conant, Portia Leggat (Secretary)
Also in attendance: Paula Murray LDSB Trustees

Minutes

	1.
	Call to Order

Carol de Rosie called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and introduced the guest speaker.



	
	KCVI Prospectus – Tim Orpin, KCVI Guidance Counselor

Tim Orpin presented a draft copy of the excellent new KCVI Prospectus.  The 8 page illustrated folder has been produced by Tim, Kevin Reed, Jennifer Bailey, Chris van Luven and David Stocks to introduce, promote, and ‘sell’ the school to trustees, parents and incoming Grade 8 students.  Alan Wilkinson’s photographs beautifully complement the text that highlights the school’s goals: Creativity, Engagement, and Acheivement.  The prospectus is seen as an  “organic” document, one that can change from year to year.

Please take a minute to take a look at the attached (draft) prospectus and send any suggestions you may have to Principal Scarlett at scarlettd@limestone.on.ca by December 1, 2008.



	
	Approval of the Agenda

Amanda Cronk moved and Shirley King seconded that the agenda be approved.  Carried.



	
	Minutes from the meeting held on October 14, 2008

Sherrey Larmour-Trode moved and Alex Conant seconded that the minutes be approved.  Carried.



	2. 
	Reports

	2.1

2.2

2.3
	Student Report (Amanda Cronk)

Amanda reported on the busy fall schedule at the school including movie nights, Hallowe’en Spirit week (Mr. Saunders was the acclaimed winner of the pumpkin competition), a successful October Leadership Camp (“One of the best ever”; Miss Howie and Mr. Fraser praised for their roles), Remembrance Day, and November 14 Starlight Film marathon at Cineplex.  Amanda encouraged everyone to consider ordering QSP magazine subscriptions since KCVI will receive $10 for ever subscription.  Finally, school clothing forms will be available soon – in time for Christmas.

Teacher Report (Chris van Luven)

Report cards went home on November 14th.  The very few students with failing grades are working with the KC Success Team and timetables are being adjusted for the new term.  Career week (November 3-7) was a great success (32 presenters), as was Destinations Decisions (November 6) and Take your Kids to Work Day (November 6).  Chris too thought that the Leadership Camp was a great success as was the recent reunion of the KCVI Class of 1988 during which 8 former students gave interesting presentations.

Principal’s Report (Darlene Scarlett)

Darlene reported on November activities at the school including most of the things mentioned by Amanda and Chris (see above) as well as the Musician’s Guild (every other Wednesday at lunch), the South African Partnership event, the Fall Recognition Assembly and the upcoming musical – Anne of Green Gables (KCVI auditorium, November 25-29).  She also mentioned the work on bullying intervention being undertaken by Dr. Wendy Craig from Queen’s that is being presented to all grade 9 & 10 students.

Staffing update: The school wishes Steve Ward all the best as he moves to Educational Services as the VP.  We will welcome Maureen Bartlett to KCVI at the end of November as VP of the school where her experience and skill set will be a positive addition to the administrative team.   Karen Quattrocchi (Student Success teacher) will be away for 3-4 weeks following surgery and best wishes for a speedy recovery were sent by all.  An experienced replacement will fill in for Karen during her absence.

Mike Patterson has been talking to Herb Stacey at Queen’s re using the new Tindal Field in May/June in exchange for use of KCVI gyms during the summer.

Head Boy Matt Roby was at the Queen’s conference featuring Minister John Turner. (While at the conference Matt spoke to Anthony Wright (Queen’s Kinesiology faculty) who suggested that KCVI’s PTR status entitles the school to an immediate grant of up to $3.5 million due to recent legislation!  He recommended a letter be sent directly to Kathleen Wynn (Minister of Education).



	3.
	Other Business – The uncertain future of KCVI

Carol de Rosie reported on the attendance by several KCVI parents at the Limestone School Board meeting held on Monday October 20.  According to School Trustee, Paula Murray, the provincial Ministry of Education’s Facility Cost Index has pushed KCVI over the 68% number making the school PTR (prohibitive to repair). While the Capital Renewal Grant is still in place, the school is no longer eligible for a Good Places to Learn grant.  KCVI is far down the list.   Since KCVI has not yet been the subject of a provincial Accommodation Review Committee assessment (PARC), there seems to be no immediate threat to the school vis-à-vis possible closure.  However…Paula suggests creating a committee now in order to be ready to lobby when the time comes to defend the position of the school in this community.  Carol was going to contact Glebe Collegiate (in Ottawa) to learn more about their success when faced with their own PTR designation.  It was also suggested that Glen Labrie is looking for funds for ongoing repairs at KCVI where the main problem has been with the heating.

Jay Abramsky suggested that a committee be formed that could sit down with Brenda Hunter to discuss strategy.  Everyone present at the meeting agreed to sit on the committee!

Upcoming meetings of the Limestone District Board are scheduled for November 12, 2008, December 1, 2008 and January 14, 2009.

Nominations for teacher of the year are being accepted; please send any suggestions you may have to Principal Scarlett.

A Parent Reaching Out grant of $1000 has been applied for.

Parent Council Speakers Series

Dr. Wendy Craig is on the current list of speakers.  Please send any suggestions you may have to Carol de Rosie.



	8.
	Adjournment

Carol adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.

Once approved, minutes will be posted on the KCVI web page:

http://ragtimedesign.com/kcvi/pac/meetings.html


