KCVI School Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in the

KCVI Centennial Room

Tuesday October 14, 2008

Present: Lori Farrow (Co-Chair), Carol DeRosie (Co-Chair), Darlene Scarlett (Principal), James Bonham-Carter (Vice-Principal), Chris van Luven, Matthew Roby (Head Boy), Amanda Cronk (Head Girl), Janine Monahan, Jay Abramsky,  Hailey Abramsky, Toby Abramsky,  Basia Farnell, Heather Tobias, Charis Taylor, Trish Crowe, Christine Hough, Sherrey Larmour-Trode, Alex Conant, Laurel Bates, Shirley King, Lorna Hyatt, Ann-Marie Kraus, Bob Joyce, Sharon Jessup-Joyce, Kathleen Poole, Barbara Biagi, Margi McKay, Carol Fitzpatrick, Peggy Browne, Joe Hendry, Phil Burge, David G oldstein, Elizabeth van DenKerkhof, Becky Reuber, Melanie Steers-Cregg, Cory Cronk, Robert Reid, Robert Baker, Marlo Whitehead, Colleen Reid, David Reid, Joy McNevin, Marianne Hunter, George Hood, Tim Orpin, Adam Lynn,  Portia Leggat (Secretary).

Also in attendance: Paula Murray and David Jackson, LDSB Trustees

Guest Speakers: Andre Labrie, Glen Carson

Minutes

	1.
	Call to Order

Carol de Rosie called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and introduced the guest speakers.



	2.
	Guest Speakers:

Glen Carson Manager of Facility Services for the Limestone District School Board  

Andre Labrie Superintendent of Schools LDSB (labriea@limestone.on.ca)
Glen Carson

The facts:

The LDSB has 55 elementary schools and 11 secondary schools that include a higher than average percentage of older facilities – along with a declining student population.  While the majority of LDSB school buildings have ‘come of age’, maintenance funding has not kept up with renewal costs.  KCVI currently has a $10-14 million renovation backlog (exclusive of disability access retrofits and the need to remove any hazardous materials).  Across the LDSB there are high levels of urgent problems in some school buildings that necessitate diverting some of the renovation budget away from the Small Capital budget to the day-to-day emergency repairs budget.

Jacques Whitford Consultants’ Report (Jan 2007) is a complete review of building conditions for KCVI including approximate cost of options to complete the required building renewal. Construction costs on renovations hard to predict due to hazardous materials that might be found behind walls…

The current priorities for renovations at KCVI are to keep the school “safe, dry, warm and operational”.  Given that there is approximately $3,600,000 available to make improvements across the Board for every year for the next 5 years, there seems to be very few resources available to KCVI on any given year.

The bad news:

The backlog of building repairs and improvements at KCVI will continue to grow (to exceed $14 million).  Capital renewal projects are unlikely.

Province-wide there are 79 school boards with declining enrolment; 9 that are growing.  Building maintenance is a province-wide concern.  Some schools will have to close.  KCVI could well be one of them...

What next:

Glen Carson’s maintenance program for LDSB buildings is under funded.  He has lobbied the provincial government, as has a group of the province’s science teachers.  He suggests a KCVI grassroots movement to support the school. School enrolment/school capacity committee. 

Andre Labrie

According to Superintendent Labrie, Ontario schools infrastructure crisis is province-wide.  A massive reinvestment is required.  In the meantime, we have a finger-in-the-dyke scenario. When asked about the future of KCVI he said that closing a school is a political process and given that KCVI’s strong history and advocates, it would be very difficult to close it.  

Parents in the audience would like to have a plan for the school and would like to know what to do.  Mobilize and lever funds.  Look to Queen’s, the city for opportunities and lobby the provincial government to review the provincial funding formula for schools.

There was an ongoing discussion on options facing the school and Council co-chairs Lori Farrow and Carol de Rosie encouraged all interested parents to attend a meeting on Monday October 20th at 6:00pm at the LDSB Office on Portsmouth Ave.  The subject for discussion will be the LDSB school enrolment/school capacity.  Please plan to attend.


	8.
	Adjournment

Lori adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.

Once approved, minutes will be posted on the KCVI web page:

http://ragtimedesign.com/kcvi/pac/meetings.html


