KCVI School Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on

Tuesday May 13, 2008

Present: Lori Farrow (Co-Chair), Darlene Scarlett (Principal), Tilly Nelson (Vice-Principal), Portia Leggat, Susan Hara, Shirley King, Melanie Steers-Cregg, Shirley French/Noble, Marlo Whitehead, Jay Abramsky. Guest Speakers: Janine Monahan, Mike Patterson

Minutes

	
	                                                        Agenda Item

	1.
	Call to Order

Lori Farrow called the meeting to order in Centennial Room at 7:00 pm.



	2. 
	Guest Speakers on “Sexual Health” – Janine Monahan and Michael Patterson

Janine Monahan, a KCVI parent, works for the Limestone Board where she develops and coordinates programs that teach teachers how to teach sex education.  

Sex education begins in grades 7-9 where students are taught about contraception and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). It is taught in Phys Ed classes from Grades 9-12. TV “super peer group” and information disseminated on the internet have tended to normalize sexual behavior and as such is important for schools and families to teach students about safe sex.  While rates of teen pregnancy (ages 15-19) are going down, the “Juno effect” (i.e. the influence of the Ellen Page movie) is being seen in Kingston and Belleville clinics.  It was pointed out that students under 19 years of age are often more susceptible to getting STI’s and that this is one of the reasons students are being encouraged to wait before engaging in sexual activity.  The average age of intercourse is 16.5 years but teens are waiting until 11 months after beginning a sexual relation before seeking birth control.  Alcohol use and related increase of sexual activity and STIs was also discussed.

Janine outlined issues relating to chlamydia, oral sex, gonorrhea and herpes, and circulated an informative “Ten Tips for Parents” (to help their children avoid teen pregnancy) and also recommended www.sexualityandu.ca and www.sexetc.org as excellent sites to visit to find out more.

Mike Patterson Phys. Ed teacher and Department Head of Healthy Active Living and Geography (and a father of teenagers) 

Mike circulated a summary of health topics taught in grades 9-12 phys ed class and showed the group his box of ‘props’ used in his co-ed classes (pills, speculum, diaphram, IUD’s – plus an abstinence box).  Resources are also available for students not taking Phys. Ed. Mike suggested taking the Sex-fu challenge (go to sexualityandu.ca for the 50 sex-ed questions in game form).  He also said that open discussions of values are good to have with your children.



	3.
	Approval of Agenda

Unanimous approval



	4.
	Approval of Minutes of March 18, 2008

Jay Abramsky moved and Trish Crowe seconded that the minutes be approved.  Carried.


	5.
	Reports

	5.1
	Student Representative’s Report

There was no student report this month

	5.2 
	Teachers’ Representative Report

Teachers report is included in the Principal’s Report this month.

	5.3
	Principal’s Report: Darlene Scarlett

Events to Highlight

· Semi-formal a great success

· Model United Nations a successful student initiative

·  Business studies organized an exciting trip to New York City

· International DECA Conference in Atlanta Georgia: our students represented KCVI very well

· Spring Musical Concert: A wonderful celebration of musical talent

· Coffee House Event: A great night of talent showcased and compiled into a CD

· KC Gets Active: a successful student leadership project promoting an active physical lifestyle

· Youth Philanthropy Initiative: Three KCVI students completed a project on the Kingston Youth Shelter that won 5000.00 for their charity

· Streetsmart held its grand opening at the new location: A touching event that highlighted the importance of this location for students needing an alternative learning style to the regular classroom setting 

· Spring Sports are going strong: tennis, rugby, mountain biking, soccer, baseball, track and field

· Badminton: EOSSAA and OFSAA

· 4200.00 Limestone Learning Foundation Grant awarded for a project entitled “Curtain Calls”  

Update on Staffing and Timetabling

· Retirements Alan Wilkinson and Kristin Clark

· Timetabling team recently completed the timetable: we will be ready to hand out timetables in June

· Wanda Arney Attendance Clerk has accepted another position with ESS

· Literacy Tutor Brian Wilson is working with KC and Streetsmart students to support them in their test preparation for next year’s literacy test

Upcoming Events

· Limestone Student Achievers’ Awards presented May 21 at the Board Meeting: We have two students Emilie Gauthier and Jane Casson who will be honoured.

· Drama night “ZAP” a play presented by KCVI senior graduating drama students June 3

· Evening of the Arts June 5

· Athletic Banquet June 12

· Exams June 16 to June 20

· Graduation June 26 



	5.4 
	Chair Report: Lori Farrow

· Schedule of KCVI School Council Speakers Series - June 10, 2008: Francine Allard, Cataraqui Rotary Club on “Exchange Programs”.
· PRO grants: $500 may be available to reimburse ‘parent involvement’ expenses prior to August 31/08 (refreshments at meetings, mailing to parents, grade 9 welcome bbq, newsletter expenses)

· Teacher Appreciation Tea will take place on Friday June 13.  Thank you for helping; volunteers needed for set-up on the day

· Chair of  School Council for school year 2008-2009: Lori Farrow and Carol de Rosie will be stepping down; please consider co-chairing next year



	6.
	Other Business 

There was discussion of bike thefts at Vanier and dangerous offender sightings near the school.  Proper protocols regarding these types of events were discussed.  In case of immediate danger, please call 911.  Call the school and notify the Principal or Vice-Principal immediately regarding any concerns.

Addendum:  Darlene was notified the day following the meeting by the Kingston Police that the dangerous offender that was thought to have been sighted was incarcerated at the two times mentioned.


	7.
	Adjournment

Lori adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday June 10, 2008 at 7:00 pm., in the Centennial Room at KCVI.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Once approved, minutes will be posted on the KCVI web page:

http://ragtimedesign.com/kcvi/pac/meetings.html


